
Medical Economics
This Department Embodies the Subjects of Tosi-
graduate Work, Contract Practice, Legislation,
Medical Defense, and

'

Other Medicolegal and
Economic Questions op Interest to Physicians

GOVERNOR O'NEAL VETOES THE ALABAMA OPTOMETRY
BILL

The optometry bill recently passed by the Alabama legisla¬
ture, through a misapprehension as to its intent, has been
vetoed by the governor, Hon. Emmet O'Neal. His veto message
should be read by all interested in preventing the passage of
these bills. Governor O'Neal said :

To the Senate: I herewith return Senate Bill No. 151, with¬
out my approval.

This bill proposes legally to organize or establish in this
state a new occupation or profession, to be known as optometry,
based on the science of optics as applied to the eye.

As I understand it, an optometrist is in reality an optician,
and an optician has always been considered a tradesman, and
he is not required or expected to have a scientific medical
knowledge required by law of the oculist—whose profession
authorizes him to medically treat the eye.

Inasmuch as the field of t4ie optometrist constitutes a part of
the broad field of the science of medicine, a part already occu¬

pied by regularly educated and licensed physicians, known as

oculists, it becomes a question worthy of investigation and
study as to the wisdom of permitting territory belonging
legitimately to one profession to be invaded by persons who
are not, and do not claim to be, equipped for membership in
that profession. As all know, the eye is a very delicate and
important organ of the body. Consequently, to deal with it
intelligently there is required a thorough knowledge of not
only its optics, but its anatomy, physiology and diseases. While
optometrists propose to deal only with the optics of the eye,
to draw the line that separates the optics of the organ from
its diseases must require a thorough knowledge of everything
that appertains to the eye; that is, of its optics, anatomy,
physiology and its diseases.

A man who is familiar with only one part of the subject
would necessarily often be unable to determine where his do¬
main begins. Just as a physician who understands only the
anatomy, physiology and diseases of the eye would not be in a

position to deal with its optics, so a person who only under¬
stands its optics would not know where its diseases begin. That
is, the entire subject seems to be so closely correlated as to ren¬

der it practically impossible to draw a line of demarcation
between its parts, and assign one part to persons who do not
claim to study or understand the whole. If this be true, it
becomes a serious question as to the good policy of by law
authorizing persons to occupy a field, the limits of which they
cannot definitely define. A class of men, known as opticians,
has long existed. The duties of these consist in grinding
glasses and filling the prescriptions of oculists. This relation
corresponds with that sustained by druggists and physicians,
and it would seem to be the wisest policy to insist that these
relations be maintained. To permit an optician to usurp the
rights of an oculist, who is at the same time an educated
physician, would be quite as irregular as to permit a druggist
to usurp the rights of a physician in the treatment of diseases
of patients.

I am informed that bills similar to this one have been intro¬
duced in many legislatures, inspired perhaps by some large
manufacturing establishments for the mauufacture and sale of
glasses. It is easy to see that conferring a high-sounding title
on men engaged in a trade would tend to exaggerate their
importance and skill in the minds of the public.

In vetoing this bill I am not depriving opticians or persons
dealing in glasses of any rights that legitimately belong to
them.

If such a law is enacted it would, in my opinion, be an

infringement on the already existing laws regulating the prac¬
tice of medicine in this state. I therefore recommend that any
applicant for the practice of optometry be required to undergo
the same examination as that of any specialist who proposes
to practice medicine in his selected specialty.

I am informed by physicians of the highest authority .and
by men who by life-long study have thoroughly acquainted
themselves with the eye and its diseases, that the legislation
sought in this bill is extreme, and I am also informed by the
State Board of Health that only a thoroughly equipped and

licensed physician should be permitted to enjoy the privileges
intended to be conferred on optometrists by this bill.

It will be noticed that it is intended by this bill that the
opticians of the state shall have exclusive control of the officers
provided for in the bill, and I am informed that if there is a

department created by legislation akin to that sought by this
bill it should be placed under the control of the State Board
of Health, or of regularly licensed and educated physicians.

A bill similar to this one was presented in 1907. to Governor
Hughes of New York, and was vetoed by him on this very
ground.

[After quoting from the veto messages of Governor Deneen'
of Illinois and Governor Harmon of Ohio,2 Governor O'Neal
concludes : ]

The eye is too delicate and valuable an organ to be made
the subject of any experiment whatsoever; and if there is to be
such a science as that of optometry I fear that it is yet too
near to its inception to be given the power contemplated in
this bill, which is returned to you without my approval.

Emmet O'Neal, Governor.

POSTGRADUATE COURSE FOR COUNTY SOCIETIES
DR. JOHN H. BLACKBURN, DIRECTOR

Bowling Green, Kentucky

[The Director will be glad to furnish further information and
literature to any county society desiring to take up the course. 1

Tenth Month—Second Weekly Meeting
Causes of Sudden Death (Continued)

Death by Asphyxia

Hanging: Death due to obstruction of admission of air, to
pressure on blood-vessels, to injury to nerves or spinal
cord. Phenomena of hanging; three stages (Tidy). Post¬
mortem appearances, external and internal. Suspension
before and after death. Homicidal hanging.

Strangulation: Manual (immediate) or by ligature (medi¬
ate). Garroting. Phenomena of strangulation; four
stages (Draper). Post-mortem appearances, external and
internal. Accidental, suicidal and homicidal strangulation.

Suffocation: Methods. Accidental, suicidal and homicidal
suffocation. Post-mortem appearances.

Drowning: Post-mortem appearances, external and internal.
Manner of death. Accidental, suicidal and homicidal
drowning. Determination of interval between death and
recovery of body.

Medical Education and State Boards of
Registration

COMING EXAMINATIONS
Arkansas : Regular. Little Rock, May 9. Sec, Dr. F. T. Murphy,

Brinkley ; Homeopathic, Little Rock, May 9. Sec, Dr. P. C.
Williams. Texarkana ; Eclectic, Little Rock, May 9. Sec, Dr. G. A.
Hinton, Hot Springs.

Florida : Regular, Tallahassee, May 8-9. Sec, Dr. J. D. Fer¬
nandez, Jacksonville.

Kentucky : The Armory, Louisville, May 31. .Sec, Dr. J. N.
MeCormack, Bowling Green.

Louisiana: Regular, New Orleans, May 18-20. Sec, Dr. A. B.
Brown, 108 Baronne St.

Massachusetts : State House, Boston, May 9-11. Sec, Dr.
Edwin B. Harvey, Room 159 State House.

Mississippi : Jackson, May 9. Sec, Dr. S. H. McLean.
Nebraska : State House, Senate Chamber, Lincoln, May 24. Sec.

Dr. E. Arthur Carr, 141 S. 12th Street.
New York : May 23-26. Mr. Harlan H. Horner, Chief of Exam¬

inations Division, Department of Education, Albany.
Wisconsin : Milwaukee, May 24-26. Sec, Dr. John M. Beffel,

3200 Clybourn St., Milwaukee.

Utah Secures an Amended Practice Act
Revisions to the Utah medical practice act have been

secured providing: (a) that the attorney general shall be
ex officio a member of the board of medical examiners; (b)
that the board shall consist of nine members so appointed that

1. The Journal A. M. A., June 1, 1907, p. 1871.
2. The Journal A. M. A., June 25, 1910, p. 2135.

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of Manitoba User  on 06/06/2015



the terms of three members expire each year; (c) that the
minimum number of hours constituting the medical course
required of all applicants be 3,500 hours, no specific total being
fixed for the various subjects of the medical curriculum; (d)
that the minimum requirement of preliminary education shall
be a certificate from a first grade high school which shall
have included at least two units work in Latin or German,
but that after 1916, each applicant in addition must furnish
evidence of at least one year's work in a college of liberal
arts; (e) that the fee for examination be $25.00; (f) that
authority be given to the board to revoke the license of any
practitioner guilty of unprofessional conduct after proof of
such conduct has been secured; (g) that the board be empow¬
ered to establish reciprocal relations with ether states; and
(h) for a definition of the practice of medicine.

"Unprofessional conduct" is defined to mean : ( 1 ) offering
or attempting to procure or aid or abet in procuring a criminal
abortion; (2) the procuring or aiding or abetting in procur¬
ing a criminal abortion; (3) the obtaining of any fee on the
assurance that a manifestly incurable disease can be per¬
manently cured; (4) the wilful betraying of a professional
secret; (5) any advertising naming diseases of or in relation
to the diagnosis or treatment of. or medicine for any abnormal
or diseased condition of, or pertaining to the organs of gen¬eration; (6) all advertising of medicine or of any means
whereby the monthly periods of women can be regulated or
the menses reestablished if suppressed ; ( 7 ) conviction of any
offense involving moral turpitude; (8) habitual intemperance
or gross immorality ; ( 0 ) lending his name to be used as a

physician or surgeon by another person who is not a phy¬sician or surgeon; (10) street advertising, soliciting or other
public peddling or selling of medical or surgical remedies or
appliances in person or by proxy; (11) prescribing any intox¬
icating liquor to be used as a beverage; (12) prescribing
morphin or cocain or other narcotic with intent that the same
shall be used otherwise than medicinally or with intent to
evade any law in relation to the sale, use or disposition of
such drugs; (13) wilful violation of the law in regard to the
registration of births and deaths and the reporting of infec¬
tious diseases to the State Board of Health.

The definition of the practice of medicine is as follows:
Any person shall be regarded as practicing medicine within
the meaning of this title, who shall diagnose, treat, operate
on, or prescribe or advise for, any physical or mental ailment
or any abnormal, mental or physical condition of another,
after having received or with the intent to receive therefor,
either directly or indirectly, any fee, gift, compensation or
other pecuniary benefit, reward or consideration; or who shall
hold himself out by means of signs, cards, advertisements or
otherwise as a physician or surgeon.

Connecticut Regular, Homeopathic and Eclectic March Reports
Dr. Charles A. Tuttle, secretary of the Connecticut State

Medical Examining Board, reports the written examination
held at New Haven, March 14-15, 1911. The number of sub¬
jects examined in was 7; total number of questions asked, 70:
percentage required to pass, 75. The total number of can¬
didates examined was 24 of whom 17 passed and 7 failed.
The following colleges were represented:

passed Year Per *

College (irad. Cent.
Yale Medical School (1910) 75.">. 70.9. .81.0. 82.1. 82.!». 85.8, 88.6.Northwestern University Medical School.(18111  79.4
Johns Hopkins university Medical School.(1908) 77.7Tufts College Medical School.(1905) 78.3
Long Island College Hospital.(1909) 77.9Jefferson Medical College.(1909) 83.2
University of Virginia.(1908) 84.7: (1909) 77.2University of Toronto. Ontario.(1909) 81.9
MeGill University. Quebec.(1899) 76.4University of Rome. Italy.(1898) 78.8

failed
Maryland Medical Collegv.(1910) 65.K, 66.4
Baltimore Medical College.(1907)» (1909) 67 68.1
College of Phys. and Surgs., Boston.. (1907) 49.4: (1910) 57.7

* No percentage given.
Dr. Edwin C. M. Hall, secretary of the Connecticut Homeo¬

pathic Medical Examining Board, reports the written examina¬
tion held at New Haven, March 14, 1911. Only one candidate.

a graduate of Boston University, 1909, was examined and he
passed with a grade of 63 per cent.

Dr. T. S. Hodge, secretary of the Connecticut Eclectic Med¬
ical Examining Board, reports that at the meeting held at
New Haven, March 14, 1911, one candidate, a graduate of the
Eclectic Medical Institute, 1883, was licensed through reci¬
procity with New York.

Washington January Report
Dr. F. P. Witter, secretary of the Board of Medical Exam¬

iners of the State of Washington, reports the written exam¬
ination held at Spokane, January 3-6, 1911. The number of
subjects exalnined in was 11; total number of questions
asked, 132; percentage required to pass, 75. The examination
included the clinical examination of patients in hospital wards.
The total number of candidates examined was 75, of whom
51 passed, including 1 osteopath, and 24 failed. The following
colleges were represented:

passed Year Total No.College Grad. Examined.
Gross Medical College.(1901 ) 1
Bennett Medical College. Chicago.(1896) 1
American Medical Missionary College.(1910) 1
College of Physicians and Surgeons. Chicago(1883) (1908) (2, 190»).(1910)  Rush Medical College (1887) (1900) (1906)(2, 1908).(2, 1910) 7
State University of Iowa. College of Medicine.

. .

(19101 1
Louisville Medical College.(1901) 1
Johns Hopkins University.(1910 1
University of Maryland.(1910) 1
University of Michigan, Department of Medicine

and Surgery (1903) (1904).(1910) 3
Harvard University Medical School (1893) ..... (1898) 2
Saginaw Valley Medical College.(1898) 1University of Minnesota, College of Medicine(1896) (1902) (1905) (1907).(1908) 5
Missouri Medical College.(1889) 1
Creighton Medical College (1909).(1910) 2

.

New York Homeopathic Med. Coll. and Itosp..
. .

( 1910) 1
New York University Medical College.(lK9:{) 1
Albany Medical College.(1900) 1
Jefferson Medical College (1906).(1910) 2
University of Pennsylvania (1878) (1S95)(1896) (Í899) .(1907) 5
Tennessee Medical College.(1906) 1
University of Vermont.(1889) 1
Trinity Medical College, Ontario.(1903) 1
McGill University, Quebec.(1910) 1
University of Toronto. Ontario.(1908) 1
University of Christiania, Norway.(1908) 1
University of Munich. Germany.(1901) 1

failed
Rush Medical College (1886) (1899).'..(1903) 3
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Chicago.

. . .

(1910) 1
Northwestern University Medical School.(1910) 1
Bennett Medical College.(1896) 1
State University of Iowa. College of Medicine... (1908) 1
University of Louisville..(1900) 1
Drake University. College of Medicine.(1897) I
College of Physicians and ¡Surgeons, Baltimore. . (1909) 1
Tufts-College Medical School..(1906) 1
University of Michigan. Department of Medicine

and Surgery( 1883).(1879) 2Barnes Medical College.( 1907) 1
Missouri Medical College.(1895) 1
Bellevue Hospital MedUal (    « .(1898) 1
University of Buffalo.(1910) 1
University Medical College. Kansas City.(1898) 1
University of Pennsylvania.( 1 !><)!>) 1
University of Nashville.(1902) 1
Tennessee Medical College.( 1900) iUniversity of Vermont.(1899) 1
University of Toronto.(1908) 1
London School of Medicine for Women.(1900) 1

Wyoming March Report
Dr. J. B. Tyrrell. secretary of the Wyoming State Board of

Medical Examiners, reports the written examination held at
Cheyenne, March 7-9, 1911. The number of subjects exam¬
ined in was 10; total number of questions asked, 100; percent¬
age required to pass, 75, and not less than 00 in any one
branch. The total number of candidates examined was 2,
both of whom passed. Five candidates were licensed through
reciprocity. The following colleges were represented:

passed Year PerCollege · Grad. Cent.
Hering Medical College.(1895) 80.0
Creigli ton Medical College.(1910) 89.8

LICENSED    ' '   KEI'IPROOITY
,.'-.. Year ReciprocityCollege Grad. with

University of Colorado.(1910) Colorado
Denver and Gross College of Medicine.

. . .

(1910) Colorado
Chicago Homeopathic Medical College.(1903) Illinois
Keokuk Medical College. Coll. of Phys. and Surgs.í 1904) Iowa
Northwestern University Medical School.(1910) Illinois
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